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about Europe interviewing statesmen for The Times. He
told me interesting things about Millerand. He says that
Mlllerand was a journalist, and that he. Noble Hall, was on a
paper with him thirty years ago and knows him well. He dined
with Millerand at Aix-les-Bains, when the latter was there
meeting Giolitti. The following statement by Noble Hall
shows what wrong impressions people get. At the Spa Con-
ference, Millerand was most anxious to leave to attend some
national demonstration or thanksgiving in France. L. G. and
the other delegates were most anxious that he should not go.
At one of the meetings L. G. chaffed Millerand and said that
the settlement of the affairs of Europe was to be delayed so
that he might receive the plaudits of the French crowd, and
that when he, L. G,, returned home, he would have to tell the
British Parliament that the work had not been completed
because M. Millerand had not been prepared to miss the
applause of his fellow-countrymen at a fete. The members of
the British Mission thought this a wonderful speech, and L. G.
was congratulated on all hands on his diplomacy, wit and
delicate handling. Millerand told Noble Hall that he was much
annoyed at L. G.'s speech ; that he thought he was making
fun of him on a serious occasion, and that ever since that day
he had mistrusted L. G. as a serious man, etc.. In fact, Noble
Hall remarked, " Lately L. G. and Millerand have not been
getting on well together. It all dates from this incident, and
only shows the grave importance of never chaffing foreigners,
who. do not understand banter, especially in another language.
They may chaff each other, but they do it according to the
custom of the country, and do not like a form of badinage
which they imperfectly understand, and upon which they place
the worst construction/'
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